Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypoc-
risy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes,
desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow
thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
gracious.

1 Peter 2:1-3

If there only existed a single sense for the words of
Scripture, then the first commentator who came
along would discover it, and other hearers would
experience neither the labour of searching, nor the
joy of finding.

Saint Ephrem the Syrian (ca.306-373)
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Make the pure light of your divine knowledge shine
within our hearts, loving Master, and open the eyes
of our mind to understand the message of your
Gospel. Instil in us also the fear of your blessed
commandments, so that having trampled down all
desires of the flesh, we may pursue a spiritual way
of life, thinking and doing all those things that are
pleasing to you. For you are the illumination of our
souls and bodies, Christ our God, and to you we
offer glory, with your eternal Father and your all-
holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and
to the ages of ages. Amen.

Prayer of the Divine Liturgy,

prior to the reading of the Holy Gospel
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