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If there is a conclusion at which almost all psychologists, educators and sociologists converge today, without hesitation, (despite the known fluidity and conjecture which forever characterizes these areas of anthropological studies), it is the conviction that:
“The more man remains satisfied with little, the more content he feels in the present world of frequent deceptions and delusions, with its inescapably painful contradictions”. 
For modern man to comprehend the truth of the above ‘principle’ – which, of course, was not dictated by the authority of a divine Revelation but by a systematic experiential observation – it would suffice to remember which are the most essential factors that ensure a ‘balance’ between the counter-active impulses and strengths of the intelligent person. There should not remain any doubt that the balance in question is to be found in the ‘golden mean’ between the two ‘extremes’, that is, in ‘abundance’ on the one hand, and in ‘compunction’ on the other.
It should also be said that the ‘balance’ to which we refer has, from long ago, been characterized as ‘peace’ and ‘prosperity’ (rather than the colourless and neutral term ‘happiness’!). However, ‘peace’ and ‘prosperity’ in human life are inconceivable without ‘justice’ whose first presupposition is ‘good will’ (in other words, ‘good’ intent and disposition!) regardless of whether man lives ‘alone’ or in any form of ‘family’ and ‘community’.
It is obvious from the above that whatever person or action (real or imagined) drives away our peace, this understandably becomes a source of terror and insecurity at every moment of our lives, be we ‘awake’ or ‘asleep’. Justifiably, then, in recent times (given the rise in globally expanding and technologically developing Terrorism in the extreme) all responsible Governments are attempting to protect human victims primarily, as well as priceless socio-political creations and means of communication which, as ‘public utilities’, constitute historical landmarks of civilization.
The tragedy of the situation is such that one could epigrammatically declare that “everyone and everything today is exposed to every threat”. Not only the so-called ‘activists’ who are engaged in ‘ideological’ or ‘religious’ struggles of mutual destruction, but also the infinitely more populous innocent, as they live or move unsuspectingly in their homes, in hospitals, in schools, in public buildings and, generally, in institutions of common benefit. In the face of what, at first glance, is seen as ‘scaremongering’ or ‘alarmism’ by the State, albeit exaggerated at times, it is not possible for an unbiased critic not to acknowledge an estimable degree of social sensitivity and responsibility in the ‘vigilance’ displayed by Governments.
Nonetheless, as exaggerated as the estimates by State ‘welfare’ for its people or material goods might be (either through predictability or statistically after the event) when faced by the danger of ‘imminent assault’, by ‘unforeseen invasion’ or by ‘guerrilla bomb attacks’, as occurs with Terrorism, they cannot, even infinitesimally, approximate the permanently threatened or silently obliterated ‘victims’ of that most atrocious ‘Curse’, mainly in capitalistic societies, which answers to the name ‘Casino’.   Certainly, we should declare that, initially, the so-called ‘games of chance’ as a part of daily routine with which man has attempted occasionally to ‘entertain’ his ‘boredom’, or to ‘fill’ his ‘spare time’ could not possibly always evolve into the resistless obsession of ‘gambling’, as described for us by the eminent ‘anatomist’ of the human soul, Fyodor Dostoevsky (himself a victim of gambling!).
In any event, the small amounts which the ‘player’ might risk (in Greek the word ‘dice’ = ‘kyvos’ is derived from the verb ‘diakyvevo’  ‘to risk’) could not possibly ever reach such ‘heights’ so as to humiliate and, in the end, totally destroy entire lives and families, as occurs today around the so-called ‘green tables’, ‘roulettes’, etc. Whoever has not seen, even as a visitor passing through, the orgy of senselessness and dehumanization which is gradually consummated (far from the gaze of wider publicity!) in the demonically conceived facilities of a modern Casino, will never be in a position to imagine the atrocity of ‘Gambling’ in all its ‘glory’.
However, through elementally realistic meditation, even the most ‘uninformed’ yet ‘prudent’ person could deduce certain incontestable truths, as we shall expound conclusively in closing this present Report/Protest. Besides, from the sporadically ‘denounced’ instances reported through contemporary media when, in some way, details are ‘leaked’ with regard to tragic impasses of individuals and families, one can easily conclude how many crimes are induced by this lawless ‘operation’ and callous ‘industry of death’.  Another ‘parameter’ of this whole problem which we are, nonetheless, not permitted to ignore or to hush, is that the dangers and crimes of the modern ‘Casino’ are neither localized nor restricted to the notoriously ‘sinful’ regions of the world to where the ‘Tycoons of wealth’ are attracted, as if by an overpowering magnet, along with the accompanying ‘vice’ of ‘International Prodigality’. The ‘ambition’ to acquire a ‘Casino’ as quickly as possible (as a supposedly strong attraction for tourism and economic development!) is not resisted today even by the most remote and underdeveloped Nations.
However, let us now look very briefly at which basic truths an ‘elementally realistic meditation’ secures for us. First of all, what does this ‘recipe’ mean? ‘Elementally realistic meditation’ is three words. Each of them is an ‘outstretched finger’ that points to the correct direction at every ‘crossroad’.
‘Element’ is that which is given in Nature, before man. Given from God the Creator, it constitutes the ‘roots’ of the world. Whoever does not respect the ‘roots’, cannot hope for a plant or a flower or ‘fruit’. Physics, chemistry, medicine, astronomy and all the so-called ‘natural philosophies’ are based on these ‘elemental’ ‘foundations’ of the world. They are ‘discovered’ by human ‘thought’ or ‘meditation’. Man does not ‘invent’ them with his unwholesome ‘imagination’.
Those ‘things’, therefore, that are physically ‘accomplished’, and not the ‘apparitions’ or the ‘names’, dictate the reverent hierarchy of ‘realism’, to the exact opposite of ‘idealism’.
Following these general observations, it becomes apparent that, at least for the faithful member of the Judeo-Christian Tradition, the following truths and relationships must stand as self-evident.
1. Inanimate ‘money’ is only for ‘use’. It does not allow for ‘cultivation’ as, for example, the ‘animate’ or ‘organic’ creations. Consequently, it is ‘pieced together’ which is why it is called a ‘coin’!
2. Inanimate ‘money’ is ‘useful’ only as a means. Never as a direct ‘end’ and especially never an ‘end in itself’.
3. Inanimate ‘money’ is always related to man’s work, to which it refers, thus ‘rewarding’ it externally.
This is the meaning of the relevant commands in Divine Revelation, as for example:
a) “in the sweat of your face shall you eat bread” (Gen. 3:19).
b) “if anyone will not work, neither shall he eat” (2 Thess. 3:10).
It is precisely this personal ‘toil’ and ‘sweat’ of man at work that elevates even the most menial of a Monk’s ‘handiwork’ to ‘prayer’! The Latin Monks used to say Laborare est orare (that is, “work  prayer”), which expressed, above all, practical usefulness, as a rule.  
4. If, from all of the above analyses, it becomes clear that the modern industry of ‘grabbing’ and ‘plundering’ from those who are weaker in character, continues to triumph more and more under the banner of the Casino, one asks which lawful and moral institution could halt this incomparable wound of contemporary societies.
The ‘Justice and Welfare State’, as proclaimed at least by the constitutionally legislated and democratically elected Government, under the circumstances, would acquire a proportional strength. As much as the State Authorities attempt to cover up their responsibilities with sophisticated declarations and excuses, they remain unconvincing.
Suffice for one to recall the legal threats published recently in the media with regard to the two well-known giant Casinos (Melbourne and Gold Coast) in order to appreciate, from the alleged ‘profit losses’, how enormous are the amounts of money that are trafficked under the wizardry and the intoxication of this most remorseless crime.
Even worse is the fact that, in the end, the two relevant State Governments appear themselves to support the ‘debauchery’, claiming to have a supposed ‘lawful right’ (!) since they collect the ‘lion’s share’ which they calculate as one of the most stable sources of public revenue.
As for the Religious Organizations and Churches, it should be stressed that, to the degree that each one of them respects the human person as the ‘highest’ and ‘unique’ value in the whole of Creation, it depends on whether they hypocritically ‘close their eyes’ in order to reap analogous economic gain ‘on the side’ or, on the contrary, they uncompromisingly condemn the moral and social abjection induced by Casinos and by the curse of Gambling, generally, in our days.
An example of compassion and vigilance which, by the grace of God, our Archdiocese is striving to maintain in combating this huge problem, is the Annual Booklet of the activities of the Greek Welfare Centre, as promoted every September according to the various fields of endeavour, especially in addressing the dangers of Gambling. 
This most valuable Information Booklet which, as is known, is distributed free of charge at all our Churches, and in continuation is implemented in practice through specific Seminars, should not go unnoticed by any responsible person.
May these efforts exerted by our Archdiocese receive the appropriate response in order to thwart the curse of ‘Casino-mania’ with its incalculable victims.
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